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Welcome Back! 

Welcome back to school! I look forward to an outstanding 2019-2020 school year! As principal, I will strive to make 

strong personal connections with all members of the Seaside educational community--especially our students. You will 

see that I will strive to have students look forward to coming to school because there will be balance. Throughout each 

school year, there will be times when we expect students to work harder to get smarter through a maximum effort, 

there will be time to have fun and play, and there will be time to take “brain breaks” to refocus and get back to the job 

of learning. Remember, we are in this together! If I can ever be of assistance to help you and your children do not 

hesitate to contact me. You may email me at rhomer@horrycountyschools.net or telephone me at 843-650-3490. 

 

New Staff at Seaside 

Join me in welcoming the following new staff members to Seaside Elementary. I am extremely happy to join the Seaside 

family! I know everyone else is too! Seaside Elementary is a great place! 

 

Robert Homer, Principal 

Kacey Laps, Assistant Principal 

Sharon Roseway, Elementary Instructional Coach 

Jessica Ward, Moderate/Severe Special Education Teacher 

Tiffany Lee, Grade 2 Teachers 

Jamaris Young, Cross Categorical Special Education Teacher 

Trish Reddish-Barriera, ESOL Teacher 

Lois Wright, Cross Categorical Special Education Aide 

Melissa Thorpe, Secretary 

Hillery Zabeck, Data Quality Clerk 

Shonna Maples, Adult Support 

Kevin Hurlbert, Adult Support 

Blair Hollis, Reading Interventionist 

 

Building Outstanding Student Characteristics through the Seaside Learner Attributes 

In the State of South Carolina, the Department of Education and each and every school district has the responsibility to 

foster the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. The profile focuses on three domains including world-class knowledge, 

world-class skills, and life and career characteristics. With these domains in mind, Seaside Elementary School will provide 

great focus for our students through the infusion of the Seaside Learner Attributes. The attributes are aligned with the 

Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. I feel with great confidence that every parent or guardian would be overjoyed to 

have their children possess these attributes. The Seaside Learner Attributes are as follows: 

 

● Reflective: We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our 

strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development. 

● Open-minded: We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and 

traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the 

experience. 
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● Communicators: We express ourselves confidently and creatively in many ways. We collaborate effectively, 

listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

● Knowledgeable: We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of 

disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance. 

● Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn 

independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life. 

● Thinkers: We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex 

problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

● Risk-takers: We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and 

cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and exhibit grit in the face of 

challenges and change. 

● Principled: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for 

the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

● Balanced: We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—intellectual, physical, and 

emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence with other 

people and with the world in which we live. 

● Caring: We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to make a 

positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us. 

 

As you review these attributes listed above, please note the attributes are in bold font. Within several of the attributes 

there are character strengths indicated by underscores. The beauty of the attribute descriptions is that they infuse both 

Profile of a South Carolina characteristics as well as character strengths. Character strengths fall into one or both 

character categories--performance or moral. A person of character embodies both performance and moral character. 

Performance character refers to the cognitive, emotional, and behavioral dispositions needed to achieve human 

excellence in performance environments—in school, extracurricular activities, and work.  Performance character is built 

on “willing values” such as grit, commitment, and cooperation.  Moral character refers to the dispositions needed for 

ethical functioning and includes qualities such as caring, respect, empathy, and integrity. Our goal at Seaside is to build a 

common language so that our students understand and have the ability to demonstrate the learner attributes and 

character strengths. We hope you will do the same and reinforce them at home. 

 

New Program, Being a Writer 

Being a Writer is the new writing program being implemented across grades K through 4 at Seaside Elementary and all 

other elementary schools throughout Horry County Schools (HCS). As per the Center for Collaborative Classroom (CCC) 

website the following is an overview of the new writing program. We are enthusiastic about the program and we look 

forward to outstanding academic achievement in writing. 

 

What is Being a Writer? 

Part of Collaborative Literacy, Being a Writer provides a full year of research-based whole-class writing instruction for 

grades K–6. Using a workshop model, the Being a Writer program teaches the writing process while developing intrinsic 

motivation for the craft of writing through immersion in the narrative, informational, and opinion/argumentative writing 

genres. Instruction encourages students to write regularly with passion and intent as it builds an understanding of and 

appreciation for the skills and conventions of writing. 

 

Creating classroom experiences that develop a love of writing and allow children to express their thinking requires 

thoughtful, intentional instruction. Being a Writer provides this instruction by interweaving academic and social skill 

development. Teachers facilitate student discussion, provide a model for the respectful exchange of ideas, and help 

students develop their own voices. With Being a Writer, students learn to love writing and grow through the grades as 



writers, thinkers, and principled people, and teachers hone their skills, both as teachers of writing and as writers 

themselves. 

 

Supporting Every Writer 

Read-alouds of exemplary writing stimulate the students’ imaginations and fuel their motivation to write. The 

read-alouds also allow students to hear, read, and discuss good examples of each genre. Lessons include shared and 

modeled writing and opportunities for students to share their writing with their peers. There is plenty of time for 

independent writing practice and conferring, which provides students with immediate feedback so that they can develop 

as writers at their own. 

 

Independent Practice and Conferring 

Every Being a Writer lesson includes Writing Time and conferring. Writing Time is a period of sustained writing when 

students work independently on authentic writing tasks for various purposes and audiences. In Being a Writer, students 

have a great deal of choice about what to write—even when writing about assigned topics, they draw on their unique 

experiences and interests to address those topics. 

 

During Writing Time, teachers have the opportunity to write with the students, observe and assist as needed, and confer 

with individual students or pairs. Support for conferring during independent writing is built into each lesson so that 

teachers can provide students with individualized support. 

 

Language Skills and Conventions 

Students’ motivation to learn the conventions of written English grows out of their desire to communicate clearly with 

their readers in their published pieces. The Being a Writer program embeds instruction of skills and conventions into 

shared or modeled writing experiences after students have had ample time to draft their ideas. Mini-lessons covering 

standards-aligned skills are provided for grades 1–6 in the Skill Practice Teaching Guide, with practice activities in an 

accompanying Student Skill Practice Book. 

 

Assessment 

Being a Writer assessment tools are designed to help teachers make informed instructional decisions as they teach the 

lessons and track their students’ writing and social development over time. Being a Writer assessments help teachers 

 

● recognize individual students’ strengths as well as areas for improvement 

● prepare students for standards-based, end-of-year writing performance tasks 

● evaluate students’ mastery of grade-level skills and conventions (grades 1–6) 

● determine grading, when needed. 

 

Research-based and Standards-aligned 

The unique pedagogy of Being a Writer is standards-aligned and has grown out of years of research on best practices in 

writing instruction and child development.  

 

Digital Resources 

The CCC Learning Hub houses the digital resources that accompany Being a Writer. These resources enhance students’ 

learning experiences and help teachers streamline their preparation, instruction, and assessment processes. 

 

New Program, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 

This year our special area (essential area) class line-up has changed. Because so much technology is infused into regular 

classroom experiences, the technology lab special is no longer part of our schedule. Instead, the STEM special area class 

is a new addition to our line-up. The new class is being taught by Mrs. DiLorenzo who you know and love as one of our 



former third grade teachers. The new STEM program was developed by Project Lead the Way, Inc. (PLTW). The program 

was adopted across the entire HCS district. Here is some background information on the program via the PLTW website: 

 

 The PLTW Classroom Experience 

Imagine a classroom filled with engaged students who are collaborating with classmates on solving real-world problems, 

like programming electronic devices or devising how to clean up an oil spill.  

 

Imagine a teacher supporting student inquiry and learning as a coach and facilitator, rather than a lecturer.  

 

Imagine an environment where students are disappointed to hear the bell ring because they are intent on solving a 

medical mystery.  

 

Imagine our students who are already making a difference today and will go on to change the world tomorrow.  

 

Preparing Students to Soar 

Through PLTW’ s activity-, project-, and problem-based curriculum, our students in kindergarten through grade 4 engage 

in true-to-life challenges like programming apps to solve problems for clients, cleaning up oil spills, and proposing 

methods to prevent the spread of illness. As they lead their own explorations, students are empowered to connect their 

learning to the real world, develop in-demand skills, and reimagine their potential. 

 

Transforming the Teaching Experience 

PLTW empowers educators to lead relevant, hands-on learning experiences through an activity-, project-, and 

problem-based (APB) instructional approach. Whether challenging students to create animations from short stories or 

design prosthetic devices, PLTW teachers transform the classroom into collaboration spaces where interdisciplinary 

learning comes to life. In addition, PLTW teachers receive unparalleled support and comprehensive classroom resources 

that help them focus their time and attention on what they do best: engaging and inspiring students. 

 

In Closing 

I hope everyone gets an opportunity to read my newsletters as I publish them periodically during the 2019-2020 school 

year. It is my pleasure and honor to act as your principal at Seaside Elementary and I look forward to many successful 

years of working together with you and the entire educational community! If you have not had an opportunity to read 

my introductory letter, check it out at our school website at https://www.horrycountyschools.net/Seaside_Elementary. 
On the bottom of the opening page, click on “Meet the Principal.” Best wishes for a successful school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Robert J. Homer 
Principal 
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